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matter to the zamindar, he usually fines both parties, the fine
money going into the zamindar's pocket.

Depressed Classes in Begar

While most of our peasants suffer from begar, the depressed
classes are the worst sufferers. Most of these people, especially
the Chamars, are psychologically depressed. They are more
docile than others and are in fact cowed down with fear. To
understand the formation of this behaviour pattern we have to
take into consideration the entire social environment in which a
depressed class child is nurtured. A depressed class man
cannot keep sitting in the presence of a zamindar or other high
caste people; he cannot put on white clothes/ or shoes and he
cannot even tie his dhoti in the style of high caste Hindus, He
has to remain at a respectable distance from high caste Hindus
and is usually addressed by names that imply rebuke. While
the disabilities from which these people suffer will be discus-
sed in greater detail in another place, suffice it to say here that
these humiliating social conditions have existed since time im-
memorial. To the extent that Sutras reflect prevailing social
conditions it is clear from these that "the mark of inferiority was
permanently impressed on the Sudra." ' And it might be
remembered that the Nisada and the Chandala, who account
mostly for our depressed classes have, ever since the time of
their differentiation from the Sudra, occupied a much lower
position than the latter.

Disappearance of Begar

Of late, people appear to have become conscious of the
anomalous position of feudal practices in a 'democratic age'.
Already much of begar has been swept away by the organized
opposition of the peasantry. But it has not ceased to exist, not
even in the midst of such organizational activity. It has now as-
sumed the more modest name of Voluntary assistance'. Another
form in which it is becoming more widely prevalent is under-pay -
ment of wages, the zamindar usually paying one anna while the
market rate of wages varies from two to three annas. Begar in its
more naked form, i. e. work without wages is tending to disappear,

1 Ghurye, op. cit./ p. 62.